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Civil LIBERTIES AND COMMUNIST CONSPIRACY 
by William Henry Chamberlin 





In considering how to deal with the issue raised by the e 





of world Communist conspiracy, Americans are in a state of excu 
schizophrenia. The conspiracy is an indisputable fact, and it creates 

a situation with no parallel in world history. From the moment when 
Lenin and his party seized power in Russia in November, 1917, Moscow 

has been the center of a systematically organized attempt to overthrow 
non-Communist governments throughout the world. 

This has been one of the most open conspiracies in history; the 
documentation from the writings of Lenin, Trotsky, Stalin and other 
recognized Soviet leaders is enormous. It has not been a paper conspir- 
acy. Strings pulled from Moscow have exploded riots, strikes, insurrec- 
tions, and civil strife, literally from China to Peru. 

The Communist International, founded in Moscow in March, 1919, as 
an association of all the Communist parties in the world, was based on 
the principle of strictest centralization and discipline. Identifica- 
tion of the Soviet Government with the Communist International, which 
avowedly aimed at the overthrow of "bourgeois", or non-Communist, gov- 
ernments throughout the world -- by any means legal or illegal -- has 
been of the closest character. 

In Russia the ruling Communist Party and the Soviet Government 
function as an interlocking directorate. The Soviet Communist Party has 
always dominated the International, to such an extent that changes in 
the leadership in Russia are quickly reflected in changes in the person- 
nel of the satellite Communist parties. 

Moreover, the Soviet Government keeps the closest and most suspi- 
cious watch on all foreign organizations in Russia. It is laughable to 
imagine that the Communist International could have maintained head- 


‘quarters in Moscow for five days, much less for the quarter of a cen- 


tury of its formal existence, if the Soviet Government had not possessed 
the fullest knowledge of its purposes and activities, and approved then. 
The formal self-dissolution of the Comintern in 19435 was merely a 
tactical wartime move. Communist parties after 1943, as before 1943, 
remained obedient tools for the promotion of Soviet foreign policy. 
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II 

International Communism has not been an unsuccessful conspiracy. 
The time has long passed when it could be suggested with any plausibil- 
ity that Communism is merely an internal affair of the Russian people, 
Moscow-trained Communists are in full control of the governments of 
Poland, Rumania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Alba- 
nia; of the civil administration in Soviet-occupied areas of Germany and 
Austria. The issue over Tito in Yugoslavia is primarily a question of 
whether the local puppet shall have any autonomy in matters of policy. 

Communists who look to Moscow for inspiration and direction are in 
control of an increasing part of China, of the northern part of Korea, 
and are burrowing with considerable success in the socially volcanic 
soil of Malaya and Burma, Indo-China and Indonesia. While the Communist 
parties in France and Italy have been checked in recent months, they 
have by no means been eliminated as a source of possible civil war. 

International Communism is a conspiracy that touches vital United 
States interests in the American hemisphere. The Communist spy ring in 
Canada was a threat to North American defense and we are now belatedly 
learning about some of its ramifications within our borders. Communists 
had a hand in the Bogota riots of last April and in the civil war in 
Costa Rica. Both Colombia and Costa Rica are uncomfortably close to the 
Panama Canal. | 

In view of these circumstances there has been a very natural and 
reasonable desire to "do something” about this threat to American 
national integrity and security. The pre-Convention debate between 
Governor Dewey and ex-Governor Stassen about the desirability of out- 
lawing the Communist Party; the passage of the Mundt-Nixon bill by the 
House of Representatives; the investigations of the Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee -- all these reflect preoccupation and concern with the 
issue. The recently adopted Republican platform contains the following: 


"We pledge a vigorous enforcement of existing laws 
against Communists and enactment of such new legislation as 
may be necessary to expose the treasonable activities of Com- 
munists and defeat their objective of establishing here a 
Godless dictatorship controlled from abroad." 


The element of schizophrenia in the American reaction to the Commu- 
nist challenge is easy to understand. The average American is resentful 
and alarmed about conspiratorial methods of fifth column infiltration. 
At the same time he is deeply and instinctively averse to tampering 
with constitutional guaranties of civil liberty. We have seen the pat- 
tern of governmental thought control in Russia, in Germany and-in many 
smaller countries, and we certainly do not want to adopt it. 
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Nevertheless, those who shout "Fascism", “witch hunt", "police 


State", at every attempt to deal with, or even to point out the danger 


of Communist infiltration into American public life, overlook three 
important points. The first is that the Communist conspiracy is real. 
The second is that conditions in the United States, where the rule of 
law prevails and the writ of habeas corpus runs, do not bear the slight- 
est similarity to conditions under Communism and Fascism. 

The third, and perhaps the most important point, is that there has 
been no tendency toward hysterical persecution of radical opinion in 
general, such as there was after the First World War. Socialists, 
Trotskyists, Socialist Laborites, and other groups which claim to be more 
"left" than the Stalinite Communists, have not been molested. What dis- 
turbs American public opinion is not the holding of unorthodox social 
and economic views. It is the close tie-up between Communists and 
Communist-dominated "front" organizations and the aggressive, anti- 
American policy of a powerful foreign State, the Soviet Union. 


III 

The Mundt-Nixon bill, officially entitled the Subversive Activi- 
ties Control Act, has been the most serious legislative attempt to deal 
with the conspiratorial aspects of Communism without penalizing free 
expression of opinion. The bill was the result of investigations car- 
ried out by the Committee on Un-American Activities. It was passed by 
the House of Representatives by a large majority, but did not reach a 
vote in the Senate. This measure did not specifically outlaw the Com- 
munist Party. It did, however, impose disabilities on members of Com- 
munist organizations, making it illegal for such members to hold non- 
elective Federal office and denying them passports for foreign travel. 

The Mundt=-Nixon bill would have made it illegal, under penalty of 
fine and imprisonment, to attempt to establish in the United States a 
foreign-controlled totalitarian dictatorship. It would have eliminated 
the secrecy which surrounds Communist political organizations and would 
have given unwelcome publicity to the officers of Communist-front organ- 
izations. Such organizations, to be designated by the Attorney General, 
but with the right of appeal to the Court of Appeals of the District of 
Columbia, would only be permitted to send out literature under the 
headings: “Disseminated by a Communist organization." 

The purpose of the bill, to bring Communist propaganda into the 
broad daylight of publicity, is certainly desirable. It is a matter of 
common knowledge that the Communist Party in America, as in other coun- 
tries, is surrounded by a fringe of "front" organizations, all faith- 
fully following every twist in the devious Party line, all professing 
to be "liberal", "democratic", "anti-Fascist", etc. Some naive and 





well-meaning individuals are taken in by these numerous false faces. 
If they could be stripped off it would be a protection -- a sort of 
Pure Food and Drugs Act -- for the politically innocent. 


However, it seems questionable whether the Mundt-Nixon bill would 
survive a court test of Constitutionality and still more doubtful 
whether it would prove practically enforceable. What a student of poli- 
tics may know to be true cannot always be demonstrated in a court of 
law. Communists in America, as elsewhere, are apt pupils of Lenin's 
injunction: "It is necessary ... to use any ruse, cunning, unlawful 
method, evasion, concealment of truth." Communist programs are inter- 
larded with hypocritical professions of devotion to democracy which an 
unsophisticated judge or jury might take seriously. Moscow's technique 


of controlling foreign Communist groups is devious and remote. 


IV 

It would probably be impossible to prevent or even fully to expose 
Communist activity without suspending the Bill of Rights -- too high a 
price to pay for the end in view. But this does not mean that the Amer- 
ican people are helpless against totalitarian conspirators. 

For protection against major ventures in espionage and sabotage we 
must rely mainly on the FBI and the Intelligence services. Only a doc- 
trinaire fanatic would maintain that individuals who seek to destroy our 
form of government are entitled to employment in strategic government 
posts. Loyalty should certainly be an essential qualification here. 


Much of the Communist infiltration that has taken place in Wash- 
ington could have been avoided by a higher standard of intelligence in 
personnel selection. To give one example of many, three individuals who 
were engaged by the OWI to broadcast to Poland during the war are now in 
Poland blackguarding the United States to the best of their ability. 
They never belonged on a payroll met by American taxpayers. 

Intelligent, discriminating "red-baiting" should also be regarded 
in the light of the obligations of good citizenship. When an individ- 
ual finds that some committee of his church, or some forum or research 
organization to which he belongs, is consciously or unconsciously used 
as a conveyor belt for Moscow propaganda he should protest vigorously 
and consistently. A steady play of the spotlight of accurate publicity 
on Communist and Communist-front organizations would soon reduce our 
fifth column problem to far less dangerous proportions. 
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Washington observers of foreign affairs this week are aski 
question: Does the veil of secrecy around the Moscow conferences conceal a shroud 
of appeasement? Diplomatic circles speculate that Moscow is asking for (1) exten- 
sion of the Marshall Plan to the Russian satellite States, under Russian super- 
vision; and (2) a Russian share in control of the Ruhr. Im the press, it-is sug- 
gested that Russia also demands delay in the establishment of German self-government 
in the Western zones. And there are rumors that the Western Powers contemplate 
resumption. of deliveries of German dismantled plants to Russia in return for conces- 
sions affecting the Berlin situation. 


The. best, authenticated report this column has received on the Moscow negotia- 
tions. concerns this crucial Berlin situation. According to this report, the three 
Western Powers have offered to withdraw the new Western currency from all of Berlin, 
if Moscow will lift the blockade of the former German capital. In the short run, it 
is argued, such an agreement would be widely interpreted in Europe as a Russian 
retreat in the face of the effectiveness of the Allied air lift. In the long run, 
however, (over the next six months) the Soviet control of the currency would lead to 
Soviet financial and economic control of all Berlin -=- and with it de facto politi- 
cal control. By next spring, at the latest, Soviet Russia would be in a position 
to exert another squeeze on what remained of Allied power in Berlin. 


The Soviet Government, it is claimed, gave such a favorable reception to this 
offer that both in the Allied GHQ in Berlin and in some official circles in Wash- 
ington, it was regarded as virtually accepted. But apparently Moscow stalled. It 
seems likely that Moscow is seeking agreement on a wider scale, involving all of 
Germany if not Europe. In any case, obServers warn that any resultant pact will 
involve concessions which might well be considered appeasement of Soviet Russia. 


* * * * * 


The political situations in the United States and France present an interesting 
study in contrasts. In the United States, a New Deal executive offers a collecti- 
vist program to a highly resistant legislature. In France, a conservative executive 
seekS approval for "free economy" measures from a reluctant Assembly. The political 
considerations of the American executive are too obvious to warrant discussion. It 
should be explained, however, that in France the executive is impeded in its course 
by the Socialist Party; the Socialist votes in the Assembly constitute a margin of 
life or death for the Government. 


It is an interesting commentary that the head of this Government, Premier Andre 
Marie, is a member of the Radical Socialist Party. For a long time it has been a 
byword that this Party iS neither radical nor socialist -- the title is a holdover 
from a different political epoch. Today, the Party is correctly described "moderate 
conservative". The fact that France now is trying a "moderate conservative" govern- 
ment to straighten out its tangled economic situation should provide a lesson to the 
American citizen harking to the diverse electoral appeals in this year's campaign. 
France, which experimented with nationalization, controls and other socialistic 
measures after the Liberation, has now found them very much wanting; and is now 
struggling to return to a free economy as a solution for its troubles. 


* * * * x 


The current expose of Communists in the Government has given added circulation 
to a rumor that the Senate may set up an Un-American Activities Committee, similar 
to that in the House. Proponents argue that such a Senate body would ensure greater 
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prestige and permanence to investigations. It would also remove criticism by so- 
called "liberal" elements which have consistently hammered the House Committee -- 
and most unjustly. In this connection, it is noted that these "liberal" elements 
treated the Ferguson investigation of subverSives with respect, while they continued 
to assSail the House Committee which was doing much the same job. This policy was 
undoubtedly tactical: by criticizing Parnell Thomas' House Committee they main- 
tained their "liberal" status, the while doing what they could to discredit the gen- 
eral probe; and by supporting the Senate Committee they tempered their attitude to 
the strong wind of public opinion which is shocked by the exposures. 


H. L. Mencken, in the Baltimore Sun (August 8), performed a useful job of sur- 
gery on the buncombe of "liberals", in his characteristic manner: "A lot has been 
made of the fact that the committees engaged in smoking out these rascals ... 
have occasionally knocked some bark off a presumably innocent. man. ... As for the 
innocents gored by the committee oxen, I refuse to waste any tears on them. No one 
holds their misadventure against them, and it seldom does them any harm. Here I 
speak by the book, for I was myself one of them in the first great Red hunt, follow- 
ing World War I, and stand listed to this day as an agent of Moscow in the cele- 
brated Mrs. Elizabeth Dilling's handbook, The Red Network. I am quite unaware of 
any damage, either contemporaneously or now. A good many people looked at me 
askance for a while, but they were all people I was glad to be shet of. ... 
there is probably not a single man, woman or child on earth today who believes 
seriously that I am a guzzler of the Marxian hooch, or ewer have been. I have been 
purged and purified like Shadrack, Meshach and Abednego, and feel no worse for it 
than they did. Age, unhappily, has rusted my withers, but I am still sassy and 
complacent, and still disliked by genuine Communists and their stooges." 





x * * * * 


President Truman could hardly have guessed, when at Philadelphia on July 15 he 
called the 80th Congress back to Washington, that the final hour of the Special 
Session would be devoted, not to civil rights or high prices, but to a devastating 
attack upon himself and his Administration for its long established habit of with- 
holding or suppressing vital information. Quite unexpectedly, on Saturday after- 
noon, August 7, Senator Ferguson served notice that he would address the Senate. 
When he finally rose in the chamber at 8 o'clock that night, most people supposed 
that he would deal with the Remington case. So he did, but Remington served only 
as a convenient starting point for a long and savage enumeration. The Pearl Harbor 
investigation, various efforts at censorship, the withholding of: information on 
reciprocal trade, on Atomic Energy Commission appointees, on immigration, etc., 
received attention. Ferguson wound up his charges by saying that suppression had 
gone so far that Congress had the ridiculous choice of legislating in the dark or 
impeaching the President. 


The speech crystallized in the minds of many observers a conviction that the 
all too frequently recurring instances of body hiding on the part. of the Administra- 
tion were part of a pattern. Recollection brought back other examples which pro- 
vided further illumination. There was the strange case (New York Times, March 6) of 
Robert Miller of the United Press, who, barred from entering Saudi Arabia, discov- 
ered that all American newSpapermen were also prohibited, "with the full co-opera- 
tion, and perhaps at the instigation of the United States Army, State Department and 
oil company officials". Last December Aviation Week published a story about the 
supersonic rocket plane, the XS-1, a news job which brought the FBI down on McGraw- 
Hill. This case had a comical touch. Photographs of the XS-l were banned at the 
moment when they were being used on an enlistment poster (New York Herald-Tribune, 
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March 12). And of course there was the occasion on March 3, last, when Secretary 
Forrestal summoned twenty-two newspaper, radio, magazine and newsreel executives to 
Washington and tried to persuade them to censor themselves. Those summoned politely 
declined. 


But perhaps the most disturbing of all was the Administration's attempt, via 
Hamilton Robinson, a State Department official, and the Security Advisory Board, to 
set up censorship rules for all the executive agencies. Exposure of this by Nat 
Finney of the Minneapolis Tribune was a sensation in October, 1947, but unfortu- 
nately the subsequent brief House investigation was almost ignored, though not by 
Ferguson. "I note that Mr. Robinson told the committee", said Finney at the second 
and final hearing, “that the security standards his board proposes would not cause 
information to be withheld from Members of Congress. I asked him about that when I 
first interviewed him and he informed me that if a Member of Congress asked for 
information he would get. it whether it was classified or not. I believe this is 
true, but I believe it falls a long way from being the whole truth about the effect 
this scheme would have on Congress. How can you ask for information if the very 
existence of the information is kept secret? Does any Congressman have the time to 
run through the so-called confidential files of the departments and find out what 
is in them? Wouldn't it quickly become the practice of the departments to ask for 
executive sessions of Congressional committees the minute any classified informa- 
tion became involved in the testimony of an employee of the executive branches? 
Wouldn't any Congressman who willfully divulged such information, heard in an execu- 
tive session, be attacked for disclosing secret information?” 


Skyrocketing meat prices, with the prospect of additional wage increases, have 
inspired fears of an inflationary graph of vertical proportions -= with a "bust" at 
the end. There are, however, some observers in Washington who take a less dramatic 
view of the situation. These observers do not write for publications of either the 
Republican or Democratic sects; nor is their gathering of information affected by 
the desire to "play ball" with the Government sources which provide such informa- 
tion. They are simply economic analysts of such remorseless detachment that they 
could scarcely get jobs aS economic analysts under the Truman Administration. To 
resume == they see hope in what (in their strange argot) is referred to as a “diver-= 
gent price situation". 


Specifically, the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ statement that the index of 
wholesale commodity prices has reached a 150-year high point obscures another phe- 
nomenon: a striking weakness in tallow, cottonseed oil, cotton, wheat and corn, 
during the past few months. Non-ferrous metal prices bulge upward; but grain 
prices droop. What all this "divergency" means is that. prices of agricultural sup- 
plies are tugging at the coattails of buoyant prices of other commodities. No mat- 
ter (to the cold-blooded economists) that meat prices dismay the housewife; these 
are but the result of a temporarily short supply of livestock today. The tight 
Situation in this particular food item should not blind one to the probability that 
the long inflationary trend in farm and food prices is at last. approaching an end. 

A reversal is due, overdue, and our economic analyst friends are looking for a tran- 
Sition now from the inflationary trend in farm prices to a new long-range defla- 
tionary trend. Such a trend would be caused mainly by the enlargement of agricul- 
tural supplies. If these analysts are guessing right, farm commodity prices will 
eventually descend into line with the price level of non-farm commodities. In other 
words, there is an economic force at work which should offset what superficially 
looks like an undeterred price rise. 


Book Events 





Science and the Modern World, by Alfred North Whitehead. New York: Pelican Mentor 
Books. 35 cents. Reviewed by J. M. Lalley. 





The reappearance of this work in a popular reprint edition is a matter of Some 
interest, since it is an indication that the influence of Professor Whitehead has 
begun to trickle from the academic altitudes into larger and perhaps more fertile 
fields. When the Professor died last December, his rank among the great. systematic 
philosophers was generally acknowledged, but it could hardly be said that his philo- 
sophy was as-yet generally understood. There were two reasons for this beyond the 
general distastes for metaphysics in any form. His speculations had carried him in 
a direction antagonistic to the modes of thought to which his own generation had been 
habituated; he had also a profiound distrust of any philosophic vocabulary which is 
based on static concepts of meaning, since his was a universe in which nothing stays 
put. His theory of meaning is set. forth in his work on symbolism and his applica- 
tion of the theory in the preparation of Process and Reality resulted in an idiom 
so formidable that few have ventured to brave it. And in this respect, alas, most 


of his disciples and expositors, including Miss Dorothy Emmet, have felt obliged to 
imitate him. 





But in Adventures of Ideas, Religion in the Making, and Science in the Modern 
World Professor Whitehead employed an historical approach, fully consistent with his 
ultra-evolutionary view, and thereby considerably clarified the problem of his 
reader. By using these books as a kind of commentary or gloss to Process and 
Reality, one can make out at least the dim outlines of the system in which he hoped 
to reconcile not only science and religion but the whole of human experience into 
what he called "the philosophy of organism". But this task involved nothing less 
than a synthesis of the universe of Heraclitus.and Bergson with that of Plato -- the 
world of incessant flux and the world of. abiding and unchanging realities. This, 
however, involved. a repudiation of the whole notion of "Substance". Thus instead of 
the Aristotelian distinction of form and matter, we have the distinction of "actual 
entities" and "eternal objects". 











The actual entities are in a-‘sense concrete unities, but the concretion is 
merely one of relationships. That is to say, an actual entity is not a thing, or 
unity of substance, but an organism, or unity of feelings. And since the relation- 
ships of feeling are constantly changing, an actual event is actual only once and is 
never repeated. At the instant of actualization its unity is modified and out of 
the modification new unities are formed. Thus the creation is not an historical 
event but a never=ceasSing process. The dynamic agency of creation appears to be a 
sort of love, or ‘at any rate a sort of emotion to which the whole universe is 
evidently susceptible. Anyway, it is feeling, or "prehension", which determines the 
relation of one thing for another and the relationship which determines the reality. 


The eternal objects appear to correspond to the Platonic ideas. They are con- 
_ceived in the mind of God and seem to consist of all the possibilities which can 
ever be realized in actual occasions. Or to put it in another way, the actual 
entities represent everything that is or was, the eternal objects represent every- 
thing that may be. The eternal objects strive to enter into the actual occasions 
and to direct the patterns of change. This process is called "“ingression" and to 
the extent that it succeeds God becomes-manifest in the universe, and.this apparently 
is determined by our ‘awareness of Him. . Whitehead's theology seems to be at once 
monotheistic and pantheistic. God in His primordial or conceptual nature He is one, 
but in His concrescent or physical nature He strives to become all. 
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